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Service of the Word – The Second Sunday of Christmas 
January 3, 2021 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA 

 

PRELUDE: The Bells of Christmas – arr. Aaron David Miller 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

(The service continues with the Gathering Song on the next page.) 
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GATHERING SONG: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray. 

O God our redeemer, you created light that we might live, and you illumine our world with your beloved Son. By your 

Spirit comfort us in all darkness, and turn us toward the light of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

 
7Thus says the LORD: 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  “Save, O LORD, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.” 

 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

 for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 

 10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 

 11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy, 

  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

 says the LORD. 

 

The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM: Of the Father’s Love Begotten – 13th century plainsong 
Brynn Scozzari and Evan Odson, soloists 

 

Of the Father's love begotten 

ere the worlds began to be, 

he is Alpha and Omega, 

he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, 

and that future years shall see, 

evermore and evermore. 

 

Oh, that birth forever blessed, 

when the virgin, full of grace, 

by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

bore the Savior of our race, 

and the babe, the world's redeemer, 

first revealed his sacred face, 

evermore and evermore. 

This is he whom seers in old time 

chanted of with one accord, 

whom the voices of the prophets 

promised in their faithful word; 

now he shines, the long-expected; 

let creation praise its Lord 

evermore and evermore. 

 

Let the heights of heav'n adore him; 

angel hosts, his praises sing; 

pow'rs, dominions, bow before him 

and extol our God and King; 

let no tongue on earth be silent, 

ev'ry voice in concert ring 

evermore and evermore. 

 

Christ, to thee, with God the Father, 

and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 

and unwearied praises be: 

honor, glory, and dominion, 

and eternal victory 

evermore and evermore! Amen. 

- text by Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, tr. composite 

 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 

A reading from Ephesians. 

 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 

love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the 

praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, 

the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 
9he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for 

the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained 

an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel 

and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, 

when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of 

the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of 

his glory. 

 

The word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 1:1-18 

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 
3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in 
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him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it. 

  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 

believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the world.] 

  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what 

was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 

  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 

of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 

ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed 

was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, 

who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

(The service continues with the Hymn of the Day on the next page.) 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: What Child Is This 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the earth. Protect your church from stumbling. 

Let it not be overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us radiant with goodness, that we might live always to the 

praise of your glory. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor. Hold the ecosystems of this earth in delicate 

balance, from coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests. Show us new ways to live in harmony 

with the world around us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who serve in positions of authority. Open their 

hearts to the needs of their nations and communities. Protect all those in harm’s way and those risking danger for the sake 

of others. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated. Accompany those living 

with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the weight of pain or 

sickness. We pray for those who are ill, hospitalized, having surgery or recovering: Christie Scott. We pray for all those 

we name before you now… Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and reconciliation to communities divided by 

oppressions and misuse of power. Guide us to speak holy words of advocacy and truth. Help us to honor your image in 

one another. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith. With all the saints, give us our 

inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of time, gather us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray.  

O God of justice and love,  

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.  

Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,  

and at the end bring all the world to your feast;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory forever. 

Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 
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PRAYER FOR OUR TIME 

Let us pray.  

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we continue to face uncertainties around 

coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, 

patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us and 

our leaders as we consider how best to continue to respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and communities. 

Be with us in these days when gathering together as often as we would like is not possible. When we must be apart for 

reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your sheltering wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able, 

reaching out to our neighbors in need and being persistent in prayer. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but 

with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

BLESSING  

Almighty God, 

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, 

and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day + through the Word made flesh. 

Amen 

(The service concludes with the Sending Song on the next page.)  
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SENDING SONG: The Bells of Christmas 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958. 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing – text: Charles Wesley; music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, arr.  

William Cummings. 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright  

© 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved worldwide. 

What Child Is This – text: William C. Dix, music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent. 

“Prayer for Our Time” is from Prayers for Times of Public Health Concern: COVID-19/Coronavirus,  

© 2020 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

The Bells of Christmas – text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth; music: DET KIMER NU TIL JULEFEST,  

Carl C. N. Balle.  


